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SMQA Newsletter

Sierra Mountain Quilters
Newsletter
Next meeting August 6, 2015
Oakhurst Community Center Pavilion
Doors open at 5:30
Business meeting at 6:00 followed by Show & Tell

Program: "Beading on Fabric" by Janet Paehlig

August Meeting &
Workshop
Janet Paehlig of Auburn, CA will share her
love of embellishment with us at the August
meeting with her lecture "Beading on
Fabric." She will also lead her 4-hour
workshop
of
"Beginning
Hand
Embellishment" on Friday, August 7 from
8:30 to 12:30. Janet has a small business
selling beads, threads, needles and all
supplies necessary for embellishment.
Be sure to bring cash or credit cards to the
meeting to take advantage of the many
tables of unique embellishments Janet will
have for sale.
Those who join her class will be given a
small sampler with all the supplies to work
on. You can sign up with Amy Blodgett or
Betsy Blum at our SMQA guild meeting.
Members: $30

a deserving high school senior interested in
pursuing a fiber or textile arts design major.
This year we were fortunate to have two
worthy applicants, Genevieve Kelsey, a
senior at Mariposa County High School, and
Kristin Bonillas, a senior at Yosemite High
School. Since both girls deserved the
scholarship the SMQA Board decided to
award each young woman a $300 check for
their use at a college of their choice.
Congratulations to Genevieve and Kristin –
hopefully young future quilters!

_____________________________

SMQA Scholarship
Winners
Every year Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association sets aside a $600 scholarship for

Charlotte Hickman presents the scholarship to
Genevieve Kelsey. Helen Ramsey presented the
scholarship to Kristin Bonillas at the girls’
respective awards night.
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
General Meeting, July 9, 2015
President Kathy Millhollon called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Oakhurst Community Center.
Kathy welcomed everyone and led the flag salute. Kathy wished Happy Birthday to those who have a July
birthday and thanked the birthday girls for bringing cookies and muffins for the Ice Cream Social. Kathy
then welcomed guests and two new members and thanked the greeters for the evening.
Amy Blodgett reminded members and guests of the upcoming programs. She said she would only be at the
meeting for a short time. Anyone who wanted to sign up for the August 7, 2015 workshop needs to do so
before she leaves.
The Minutes for the June 4, 2015 meeting were approved as written in the Newsletter.
The Treasurer’s report was approved and filed for audit.
Chris Hudson presented the Community Quilt made by Footloose to the Mountain Bear Fan Club. She
explained the making of the quilt. Members explained the work of the Bear Club for the community.
Patty Spinelli read two thank you notes to the group.
Sally Walker honored and thanked members for selling the most tickets for the 2015 Quilt Show
Opportunity Quilt: Virginia Corriea, Sharon Cox, Nancy Swanson, Georgia Harvey, Helen Ramsey, Donna
Baxter, Betsy Youngholm, Chris Hudson.
Old Business:
Policy and Procedures: Kathy reviewed the Policy and Procedure changes with the group and asked if
there were any other changes. There were none. Lin Crow made the motion to accept the Policy and
Procedures as presented. Nancy Swanson seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion passed.
Badges: Trudy will be collecting money for new badges. If you haven’t already ordered your badge she will
order one for you.
Quilt Show: Virginia Corriea reported on the Quilt show success.
She thanked all the committee chairmen for all the hard work and dedication. The Quilt show was a success
because of their expertise. The total income for the show was $23,144.50. The net profit was $15,669.19.
Virginia said that she and Sharon were turning over the Quilt Show chairmanship to others for the 2017
Quilt Show. If anyone is interested please let them or Kathy know. Two important things need to be done
soon for the 2017 Quilt Show; the Opportunity Quilt needs to be planned and started, and the Vendors need
to be contacted to schedule for the show. Sharon Cox said there are notebooks prepared with procedures for
each committee and that if you are interested in participating you could review the notebook and see if you
are interested in that committee. The Quilt show winners displayed their quilts and told about them. The
Sierra Blooms 2015 Quilt Show Winners are listed in the July 2015 Newsletter.
Donna Baxter shared the Quilt Show Video she made with the group.
New Business:
Patty Spinelli said that the next 12” x 12” mini-block will be due in September. The theme will be
something relating to a poem or book that has inspired you.
Kathy said the elections will be coming up for the 2016 SMQA Board. She said that Virginia Corriea,
Sharon Cox, and Chris Hudson have been appointed as the nominating committee. If you are interested in a
position on the board let one of them know or let Kathy know.
Announcements: Lin Crow said that there are a few spaces left for the retreat at ECCO.
Vivian gave a short talk about the grocery bags due next month. She showed a few examples and told
everyone participating to be creative.
Trudy held the attendance raffle drawing.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:10 pm followed by: Show and Tell,
Ice Cream Social – Celebrating the Success of the 2015 SMQA Quilt Show
Respectfully submitted by Jullie Vasquez for Margie Williams, Secretary
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New Members
PETERSON, Constance
47244 Enchanted Oaks Drive
Coarsegold, CA 93614
Home: 59 641-6979
Cell: 559 676-0678
email: cmap79@hotmail.com
DOB: 10/4
MESSERSCHMITT, Cathleen
54887 Birdhouse Ct.
North Fork, CA 93643
Home: 559 877-2122
Cell: 559 580-5951
email: plmesserschmitt@netptc.net
Birthdate: 8/2

Please add these new members to your
Directory and make them feel welcome at
our meetings.

2015 SMQA Meeting Dates
Aug 6
Oct 1

Sept 3
Nov 5
Dec 3

August Birthdays
Messerschmitt, Cathleen
Krader, Anneliese
Scholl, Helen
Stoltenberg, Rhoda
Youngholm, Betsy Anne
Baker, Sammie
Ferguson, Kassy
Brand, Mary
Mason, Nancy

8/2
8/3
8/12
8/13
8/15
8/18
8/18
8/26
8/29

Please bring birthday snacks to our
August 6 meeting
We wish you all a very Happy Birthday!

Greeters for 2015
August
September
October
November
December

Helen Ramsey
Carolyn Gaither
Pat Bauer
Mary Wyly
Sammie Baker
Susan Campbell
Judy Andes
Sally Walker
Georgia Harvey
Betty Fish

Amenities
Sympathy cards were sent in June to:
Sinta Borland
Bev Bowlus
Sue Graham
Sheila Hotovec
Contact Linda Miller if you know a
member who would appreciate us
thinking of them. 683-6007
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Quilting Circles

By Sharon Lawin
August, 2015

BITS & PIECES will be enjoying their
yearly retreat from August 10th to the 14th
with Mel Peters at the Wilsonia club house.
Any questions, call Nancy.

YOYO’S will be at Cathy’s for their August
meeting. They may take a dip in the pool!
Since it is too hot for outside projects, they
will catch up on everyone’s vacations. There
will be lots of chatter and good food!

The FOOTLOOSE group will meet at Chris’
place on Monday, August 10th and 24th from
4 to 6 pm. Members should bring whatever
they’d like to work on. Chris also has all
fabric needed to make hand print quilts for
Children’s Hospital, for those who would
like to “whip up” a few!
The MATERIAL GIRLS will meet on
Tuesday, August 11th at 1 pm at the Bear
Paw Quilts and More shop. Bring show and
tell.
The SEW THRILLED ladies will meet on
Wednesday, August 12th and 26th at
member’s homes. They will continue to
make cradle quilts, mattresses and pillows.
For information, contact Linda Pennington.
Lupe Thompson will host the THURSDAY
THIMBLES on August 27th. Please let her
know if you are not attending.
The TUESDAY STRIPPERS will meet at
the home of Myra Algots on August 11th.
WEDNESDAY WILDFLOWERS meet at
the Yosemite Lakes Park Clubhouse on the
second Wednesday of August (12th) at 9:30
am. For further information, contact Sandy
Johnson.

12x12 Quilt Challenge
There is still have time to create a 12" x 12"
quilt inspired by a book or poem. These
quilts will be shown at the September
meeting.
I hope everyone will participate. Have fun!
Patty Spinelli

2015 Quilt Shows
Sept 19 & 20:
Kings River Quilters’ Guild
Reedley, CA
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Kathy's Korner
We had a fun time celebrating the success of our
quilt show in July and now it is time to start
looking for new board members. The
nominating committee looking for replacement
board members is Chris Hudson, Sharon Cox
and Virginia Corriea. The board member
positions up for election are President, 1st Vice
President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer. If you are interested in filling any one
of these positions, please contact a person on the
nominating committee. We will be announcing
the ballot in the October newsletter and voting.
Installation of the new board members will take
place at our December Christmas party.
There are many positions needed for 2016. We
are looking for quilt show chairman/cochairmen for the 2017 quilt show. This
position/s need to be filled quickly to enable us
to start making the next opportunity quilt. The
quilt show and opportunity quilt are our only
money making endeavors. This gives us the
funds to operate our organization and allows us
to have the guest speakers and workshops you
want to see so it is very important we get started
as soon as possible. Please let me know if you
are interested.
The newly elected 2016 board members will
also be looking for support. The newly elected
president will be appointing members for a
nominating committee, an audit committee,
parliamentarian, a membership chairperson, the
newsletter editor and the webmaster. The 1st
vice president will be appointing members for
programs, publicity, workshops and hospitality.
The 2nd vice president will be appointing
members for community service, cuddle quilts,
library, historian, special events, amenities,
sewing circles, secret sewers and big/little
sisters. The treasurer will be appointing
committees for finance, inventory/storage and
scholarships. There are also activities like
challenges, block of the month, mystery quilts,
material exchanges, ice cream socials, mini
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quilts and block exchanges to name a few. So
you can see we have many ways available to
help support our guild. Please think of accepting
a position or coming up with new ideas.
Remember our guild will only be as good as you
make it!!!!!

Creative
Grocery/Shopping
Bag Challenge
Be sure to bring your completed
Grocery/Shopping bags to the
August meeting. Everyone is looking forward to
seeing the beautiful/fun bags that have been
created.
Vivian Helena Aumond-Capone

Treasurer’s Report
by H. Ramsey
June 2015
(Checking Account)
Balance Forward
(5/29/15)
Income
Expenses
Bank Balance
(6/30/15)

$12,382.06
$13,059.50
$ 3,389.72

$22,051.84

CD: $16,858.16
Savings: $11,624.42

TIPS
To re-sharpen your rotary cutters, fold up a
piece of aluminum foil so that you have many
layers. Cut through the layers several times
and your cutter will be re-sharpened. Works
great!!

Member submissions will be published. Please send
your tips to lpenni@sti.net.

5

August 2015

SMQA Newsletter

Congratulations, Yippee and
Woohoo

Footloose Circle Presents…

We Met Our $8500 Goal!
We would like to recognize the Top 10
sellers of Opportunity Quilt Tickets:
$578 – Virginia Corriea
$412 – Sharon Cox
$388 – Nancy Swanson
$332 - Helen Ramsey
$280 – Chris Hudson
$259 – PJ Grant
$235 – Georgia Harvey
$229 – Betsy Ann Youngholm
$228 – Donna Baxter
$220 – Sue Graham

Footloose Circle presents a large 'bear' quilt to
the Bear Club to be used as their fundraiser.

Thanks to ALL who participated by selling
the Opportunity Quilt tickets assigned to
them, extra tickets and of course those who
sat in the blazing sun, wind (no rain, thank
goodness) and also by arranging to take the
Opportunity Quilt to Guilds and Shows, etc.
It was a group effort and all who took part
deserve a big “THANK YOU”!

Mountain Bear Fan Club is a nonprofit
organization which provides teddy bears or
other stuffed animals to children of all ages,
where love, solace and comfort can make a
difference. Their animals are given to children
and adults who are injured, lonely or just need a
hug. Teddy bears do make a difference!
Mountain Bear Club is a den of Good Bears of
the World, an international organization that
operates by this ideal: to ease loneliness and
inspire love and compassion through gifts of
teddy bears.

Cuddle Quilt News
Our Cuddle Quilt Program is doing fine and we
have distributed 80 quilts, 12 tote bags, and 4
caddies so far this year. I have about 8 more
quilts at my house and, after I add a label, I will
distribute them in August. But that will leave
our cupboard bare!!
So please, if you have a cuddle quilt that needs
finishing this would be a good time to wrap it up
and turn it in. Or if you can take a couple of
hours and make a small quilt it would help us a
lot.

August Birth Flower
August's birth flower is gladiolus, or 'sword
lily.' Gladiolus represents remembrance, calm,
integrity, and infatuation. With
gladiolus, the recipient's heart is
being "pierced with love."
The other August flower is the poppy. A red
poppy signifies pleasure; a white poppy is given
for consolation; and a yellow poppy wishes
wealth and success.

Thank you, ladies, for all your help!!
Judy Andes
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Ice Cream Social
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July Show & Tell

8

SMQA Newsletter

August 2015

Sierra Fiber Arts
7462 N Fresno Street
Fresno, Ca 93720
(Fresno Street at Alluvial)
559-432-8900
sierrafiberarts.com

Complete the learner’s class’s ($50) and rent the Longarm
Machine for $15 per hour and quilt your own quilt.

Your Local Bernina, Melco and Tin Lizzie Longarm Dealer, Hours 10:00 to 6:00pm M-F, 10:00 to
5:00 Saturday, Closed Sunday
Do you need any Quilter’s thread, Machine Embroidery, Decorative, Serger or Longarm thread? We also
have a selection of yarns, inks, paints and other fiber arts items. Check our selection! New Class Alert!
Learn Innovative Techniques, Beginning Sewing, Quilting, Machine Embroidery, Home Decor, and
Garments. Test drive a new Bernina today! We offer lifetime lessons on your new machine.We are your
local community store and we are here to help you.
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Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association
P.O. Box 1359
Oakhurst, CA 93644
sierramountainquilters.org

facebook.com/SierraMountainQuiltersAssociation

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME
TAG AT THE NEXT MEETING!

BOARD MEMBERS
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Kathy Millhollon
Betsy Blum
Patty Spinelli
Helen Ramsey
Margie Williams

Board Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. the last
Monday of each month at Yosemite Bank
Community Conference Room.
Send Newsletter submissions to lpenni@sti.net
Deadline is 20th of each month.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Amenities
Big/Little Sisters
Circles
Cuddle Quilts
Historian
Hospitality
Librarian
Membership
Newsletter
Parliamentarian
Quilt Show Chair
Webmaster

Linda Miller
Donna Pike-Baxter
Sharon Lawin
Judy Andes & Lissa Metzger
Donna Pike-Baxter
Footloose Circle
Jean Richter
Mel Peters
Linda Pennington
Jullie Vasquez
Virginia Corriea & Sharon Cox
Sally Walker
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