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SMQA Newsletter

Sierra Mountain Quilters
Newsletter
Next meeting October 6, 2016
Oakhurst Community Center Pavilion
Doors open at 5:30; Business meeting at 6:00
Greeters: Lynn Gray & Bev Williams
Program: Diane Matthews - "String Quilts"

October Meeting
October 6: Diane Matthews from Sacramento
formerly of Oakhurst. Lecture with Trunk Show:
“String Quilts”
Diane has been quilting since 1965. She has been
teaching since 1985 - twenty years later! Well,
that's because her kids are
now grown up now and
she could do grown up
things herself. She loves to
teach and gets excited
about each new class. In
this class you will learn
some new techniques that
you can use to make some of that stash you have
sitting in bags and boxes disappear. Hopefully, you
will have time to put the squares together to make
a sampler quilt top, but don't despair if there is not
enough time, Diane will have instructions for each
block for you to take home and make a project that
appeals to you.
October 7: Workshop: String Quilts. Materials list
and information is available on our website. Sign
up now with Amy or Betsy for just $35.

education, exhibitions, professional development,
documentation, and publications.” A trunk show
with many examples of small art quilts created by
their members will be passed around in sealed
clear plastic envelopes representing many styles,
techniques and materials. It should be a fun and
provocative presentation.
December 1: The annual Holiday event will be a
catered dinner at the Community Center at a cost
of $15 per person. Keep checking here for updates!

FALL RETREAT
Great progress was made on a number of
individual projects and a few of us actually finished
what we started! Thanks to all the participants for
another successful SMQA fall retreat. And special
thanks to Donna Henning of Bear Paw for her
continued generous support. The dates for next
year are Monday through Thursday, September 1821, so keep those days in mind as you begin to
mark your calendar for 2017. I can hardly believe
I'm talking about fall of 2017 now!
Betsy Anne Youngholm

Looking Ahead…
November 3: Studio Art Quilt Association.
A representative from Studio Art Quilt Associates
will be present at our November meeting to share
their mission to “promote the art quilt through

1

SMQA Newsletter

October 2016

Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
General Meeting, September 1, 2016
President Chris Hudson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm at the Oakhurst Community Center. Chris welcomed
everyone and led the flag salute. Chris thanked the greeters Nancy Swanson and Peggy McKnelly. Joanie Madaus of
was recognized for the refreshment table setting; and Jullie Vasquez and Laura Ashley Spencer for assisting with setup. Chris wished a Happy Birthday to those who have a September birthday and thanked them for bringing
refreshments for the meeting. The following were recognized for their milestone wedding anniversaries: Sue Collins,
Patty Wiens, and Mary Whitley.
Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:
The General Meeting Minutes for August 4, 2016, were approved by motion of Toni Morton and seconded by Sharon
Weaver.
Reports:
 Diane Mannina announced that Cluttersby’s is handling an estate sale for Polly Sagesser on the weekend of
October 8 and there will be fabric. She brought in a yoyo challenge artwork that was made by members of the
Guild.
st
 Sally Walker for Betsy Blum, 1 Vice President, announced that Diane Matthews will give the lecture on October
6 with the “String Quilt” workshop scheduled for October 7.Spaces are available for the workshop. The Studio Art
Quilt Association will be showing quilts for the November meeting.
nd
 Trudy Kinsel, 2 Vice President, held the drawing for the animal’s mini quilt challenge. The challenge for October
is trees.
 Betsy Anne Youngholm announced the fall retreat is full. As Cuddle Quilt Chair she thanked everyone for the
cuddle quilt donations and noted that kits are available – the challenge ends with the October meeting. A total of
77 cuddle quilts have been distributed this year. She noted a special thanks to Donna Henning of Bear Paw for
her support of the cuddle quilt program. Betsy Anne also made wheel chair bags for distribution.
 The Treasurer’s report for August was approved as printed in the September Newsletter and filed for audit.
 Jullie Vasquez, Membership, noted that 61 people were present, three quests and one new member. The door
prize drawing was held, including a “Stars” quilt book that was donated by Florence McConnell, along with other
donations.
 Laura Ashley Spencer advised that $2,103 in raffle tickets for the opportunity quilt has been received. She has
envelopes for members to pick up their tickets. Rhonda Lloyd advised that the opportunity quilt was accepted for
the Road to California 2017. She has signup sheet for volunteers to white glove on January 20 and to sell tickets.
Marilyn Harvey offered to help take the quilt to the Show and to return it. Rhonda noted that there are
opportunities with other Guilds to sell tickets.
 Sally Walker showed the next step for the mystery quilt and passed out clues.
New Business:
 Chris Hudson read a thank you letter that was received from Sharon Fitzgerald of the SPCA for the donation of
several dozens of jeans.
 Constance Peterson announced that she and Rhonda Dewey have started a new circle called Women’s Art. They
will meet on the third Thursday at the Library in Oakhurst from 9 to 12.
 Diane Martin, Chair, Pat Pfankuchen, and Donna Baxter, Nominating Committee for 2017, performed a skit on
st
the duties for the 1 Vice President and stated they are looking for a volunteer for this position. Anyone
interested should contact them. They will present a slate of officers at the next meeting and ask for nominations
from the floor. Information on the positions can be found in the By-Laws.
 Jean Richter, Librarian, advised that new books are available in the library.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m., followed by show and tell and refreshments. Florence McConnell and her
husband, Bill, were introduced. Florence gave a lecture on historic quilts.
The next general meeting is October 6, 2016.
Respectfully submitted by Margie Williams, Secretary
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New Member

October Birthdays
Borland, Sinta
Atwood, Carol
Peterson, Constance
Stull, Sharon K.
Lalev, Donna
Miller, Linda
Costello, Linda
Dimoree, Melanie
Skowronski, Barbara
Grant, PJ
Blum, Betsy
Ziebarth, Mary
Dewey, Rhonda
Craig, Sharon
Underwood, Tammy

10/1
10/4
10/4
10/6
10/8
10/8
10/14
10/16
10/16
10/20
10/25
10/25
10/29
10/30
10/31

Brisendine, Jeanne
4041 Road 415, Space 164
Coarsegold, CA 93614
Cell: 559-314-4436
mematinker@gmail.com
DOB: 5/22
Please add this new member
to your directory.

Meet our new member

Please bring birthday snacks for sharing to our
October meeting

We wish you all a very Happy Birthday!

Jeanne Brisendine

October Holidays
Oct 3
Oct 9
Oct 10
Oct 10
Oct 13
Oct 15
Oct 17
Oct 31

Child Health Day
Leif Erikson Day
Columbus Day
Indigenous People's Day
US Navy Birthday
White Cane Safety Day
Boss's Day
Halloween

Amenities
Cards were sent to:

Pat & Ken Bauer
Susan Campbell
Lin Crow
Nora & Vince Griffiths
Georgia Harvey
Family of Vivian Ann Puhnmoulton
Contact Linda Miller if you know a member who
would appreciate us thinking of them. 683-6007
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Quilting Circles

by Marian Romero

October 2016

Bits & Pieces meets Wednesday, October 5, 11 a.m. at
Mary Wyly’s home. Bring your favorite hors d’ouvre;
we’re having hors d’ouvres for lunch! Don’t forget your
orange 6 1/2” squares.
th

th

Footloose meetings are scheduled for the 10 and 24 ,
4–6 pm. Bring your QCR Pumpkin quilts to work on or to
share. Footloose Fall Fun awaits you! We meet on
Mondays at Chris Hudson’s Studio.
Material Girls will meet at Bear Paw on Tuesday, October
11 at 1:00 pm. Rhonda Lloyd will be our hostess. Bring
show and tell and any hand work you may have.
nd

th

Sew Thrilled members will meet the 2 and 4
Wednesday of October. Contact Linda Pennington for
information.
Sunday Scrappers will meet from 10 am to 12 pm on
October 16 at Betsy Anne Youngholm's. Please call Betsy
Anne for directions at 559-536-6532.
Thursday Thimbles will gather at Donna McCall's home
October 27 at 9:30 am.
Tuesday Strippers will meet on Wednesday, October 12
at Joan Steskal’s home. We will have lunch at the Copper
River Clubhouse.
Wildflowers has splintered off into several other groups.
We are disbanding until further notice.

Women’s Art meets October 20 at 9:30 am to 12:00 pm
at the Oakhurst Library and will be working on our own
projects. Show and tell is encouraged. We will also be
discussing the name of the circle, times, and days.
Everyone is welcome to join us for lunch at 12:15. There
are lots of openings for SMQA members. Call for more
information: Constance Peterson 559-642-6979 or
Rhonda Dewey 683-8816.

Treasurer’s Report
by Sharon Cox
August, 2016
(Checking Account)
Balance Forward
$ 8,830.95
(7/31/16)
Deposits
$ 1311.00
Expenses
$ 1,421.80
Bank Balance
(8/31/16)

$ 8,720.15

CD: $18,133.48
Savings: $16,869.78

October Birthstone
The wearing of birthstones is thought to bring good
luck and good health. Astrologers long ago
attributed supernatural powers to certain
gemstones.

The October birthstone,
opal,
symbolizes
faithfulness
and
confidence. The word
comes from the Latin opalus, meaning
"precious jewel." Necklaces with opals set in
them were worn to repel evil and to protect
eyesight.

YoYo's next month’s meeting will be in Cayucas. Yes, the
beach, near Moro Bay with meals and fun planned at this
month’s YoYo meeting. We will also be flying kites, or
maybe kite surf. We have some real pros so hope they
don’t fly away. We will have cameras to capture the
excitement. However, what happens in Cayucas, stays in
Cayucas. Enjoy your October and Halloween.
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Monthly Mini-Quilt Challenge
Trudy Kinsel
A random drawing will be held each month for
quilts brought in.

Mini quilts submitted in September
October- Trees
November- Table Runner (Can be longer than
36")
December- Have a Holly Jolly Christmas
The mini-quilt should be no larger than 36" on any
side.

Election of Officers
At the November meeting we will be
voting for our 2017 Officers. The
nominating committee has selected:
President:
Chris Hudson
1st Vice-President: Laura Fisher
Penni Simily
2nd Vice-President: Sharon Stull
Treasurer:
Sharon Cox
Secretary:
Margie Williams

Hey, hey, hey…we have received our docent
volunteer sign-up packet from Road to California!
We are asking for volunteers to man the SMQA
Opportunity Quilt booth and sell tickets on Friday,
January 20. We have a member who has
volunteered to take the quilt to the show and
bring it back. She will need to have someone
available to help her with set-up (8:30 am) and
take-down (6:00 pm). Ticket sale volunteers will
need to work at least a two-hour shift.
In order to display our quilt for raffle sales, we
are also required to provide at least 20 hours of
white-glove docents for the show. Docent
responsibilities can be spread out over the
duration of the Show. If you are planning on
heading down to Road to California, please let me
or PJ know so we can add you to the volunteer
list. We will have sign-up sheets at the October
and November meetings.
If we do not have enough volunteers for SMQA
ticket sales and docent responsibilities, we will
need to cancel. The deadline for members to sign
up will be at the November meeting. We need to
submit all paperwork to Road to California by
December 1. The Quilt Show is held at the
Ontario Convention Center from January 19th –
22nd, 2017.
If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact us.

Thank you Oakhurst Giftworks for the lovely flowers
provided for the snack table at our meetings

PJ Grant home: 559-683-4503 cell: 559-676-5433
e-mail: pjgrant@sti.net
Rhonda Lloyd home: 559-683-8028 cell: 559-6768608 e-mail: noneesplace@sti.net
Thanks, PJ & Rhonda
“Happy Quilting”
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Chris’s Comments…
I want to start this month's 'chatter' with a BIG
THANKS, to those of you who helped with set
up and take down last month! I'd first thought
that Cherlyn, who is new at the Community
Center and has been setting up for our
meetings and workshops, had quit, however it
turns out she just forgot...LOL...I can definitely
identify with that!! I truly appreciate those of
you who pitched in.
I'm currently attending our Fall Retreat, and it
has been great! This is Betsy Anne's first year at
hosting this event and she's done a terrific job!!
Everyone is having a great time. We have a few
of our members that are attending a retreat for
the first time. It is something I would highly
recommend to all of our newer members (and
even those of you who aren't that new), as it is
a great opportunity to gather and get to know
other members on a more personal level. Lots
of fun, laughter, surprises and a chance to get
great tips and suggestions. Many have finished
more than one project!! Spring and/or Fall
retreat, a great "get-away"...so for those of you
who've never been...try it...I know you'll have a
fantastic time!
Well, Fall is definitely "in the air" and the end of
2016 is coming up fast, just a few months left!
2017 brings our Quilt Show, "A Stitch In Time,"
and there is a lot to do. I encourage you to get
involved, as much as you are able. If you have
questions about what you can do to help, just
let me know, or get in touch with Donna Baxter
and/or Constance Peterson, our Co-Chairs for
the 2017 Show.
Enjoy the beauty that fall brings!!

October 2016

CUDDLE CORNER
As Chris Hudson mentioned at the time, an
explosion of cuddle quilts arrived at the
September meeting. Several more have been
turned in since then. Remember to bring your
completed cuddle quilts to the October
meeting to be eligible for the drawing for a $25
gift certificate to Bear Paw.
This past month we distributed ten cuddle
quilts to Mountain Crisis Services in Mariposa,
five to Madera County Sheriff's Office, and five
to Country Rose Guest Home. This brings our
total this year to 97 so far. Your contributions
to SMQA's community support efforts are
deeply appreciated by the recipients.
If you have questions about the Cuddle Quilt
Program, please call Betsy Anne Youngholm at
559-536-6532.

Magazine Offer
Extended To Quilt Guilds
Fons & Porter is once again extending an offer
to quilt guilds, for a one-year subscription (6
issues) to their Love of Quilting Magazine,
along with five free Bonus gifts: Fons & Porter's
Paper Pieced Quilts booklet, Fon's & Porter's
Make Quilts with Pre-Cut Strips and Squares
booklet, and three free spools of Sulky thread.
The cost is $15 for all of the above. If you are
interested, I'll have the complete information
and forms at our October and November
meetings. The offer expires on November 30,
2016.
Submitted by Chris Hudson
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Questions to Ponder
It may seem too early to think about 2017
however, it’s time to start considering what
you’d like to see and do at next year’s Guild
meetings and workshops. At the October
meeting you’ll have an opportunity to provide
your input. Just to get your juices going,
consider these questions:
 Are there techniques you’ve admired that
you’d like to learn more about?
 Is there something you have struggled with
and would like to hear some helpful hints?
Would an "Ask the Experts" question and
answer panel be interesting?
 Are you new to quilting and would like to
see “what’s out there” as far as patterns,
piecing, quilting, techniques, etc.?

October 2016

 Are you looking for hand sewn gift ideas?
Would you like to hear and see some fun
ideas? How about a workshop?
 Are you interested in fabric design and
dyeing? How would you go about designing
or dyeing your own fabric?
 Do you want to have fun at SMQA
meetings? Play games? Engage in a
challenge or competition?
 Would you like to have activities that help
members get to know each other better,
especially help new members feel invited
and included?
Be thinking about what you’d like to hear, see,
and do in 2017 and give us your input!

 Is selecting the right fabrics difficult for
you? Would you like expert quilters to give
you tips for picking perfect fabric
combinations and color choices?
 Have you been quilting forever, and need to
recharge your creative batteries by seeing
some really new ideas?
 Have you seen fabulous works of fiber art
and would like to give it a try? Would you
like to see a presentation of examples of
fiber art?
 Would you like to know more about
machine quilting, such as how to choose a
pattern, techniques, do’s and don’ts, etc.?
 Are you interested in wearing your work,
about how to make wearable quilted
clothing, bags, or accessories?
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September Show & Tell
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Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association
P.O. Box 1359
Oakhurst, CA 93644

sierramountainquilters.org

facebook.com/SierraMountainQuiltersAssociation
REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME
BADGE AT THE NEXT MEETING!

BOARD MEMBERS
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Chris Hudson
Betsy Blum
Trudy Kinsel
Sharon Cox
Margie Williams

Board Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. on the fourth
Monday of each month at Yosemite Bank Community
Conference Room.
Send Newsletter submissions to lpenni@sti.net
Deadline is 20th of each month.

Amenities
Big/Little Sisters
Circles
Cuddle Quilts
Historian
Hospitality
Librarian
Membership
Newsletter
Parliamentarian
Quilt Show Chair
Webmaster

Linda Miller
Donna Pike-Baxter
Marian Romero
Betsy Anne Youngholm
Donna Pike-Baxter
Jean Richter
Jullie Vasquez & Helen Brown
Linda Pennington
Kathy Millhollon
Constance Peterson & Donna Baxter
Sally Walker
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