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May Meeting 
May 5: Meet the Circles: Footloose Circle 
presentation. Get ready to knock our socks off with 

your quilting challenges and beautiful quilts. 
 

Looking Ahead… 
 

Jun 2 & 3: Charlotte Rodgers: Lecture and Trunk 
Show. "Color Studies in Old and New Quilts" 

July 7: Ice Cream Social & Strip Poker 
Aug 4 & 5: Lisa McKissick "Tool Time Girl"; 
     Workshop: "Metro Twist" (See note page 7) 

 
 
 
 

Passing Fancy 
by Virginia Corriea and Diane Martin 

 

Creating quilts for fund raising has a long history in 
the United States.  As early as 1890, church ladies 
pieced together quilts and embroidered ads and 
names of businesses onto blocks. Businesses donated 
$3 for a block or 10¢ for a signature. The quilts were 
then raffled to earn funds. Many raffle quilts (as they 
were once called) were made during WWI and WWII 
to make money for the war effort. 
 
Following in this tradition, the Sierra Mountain 
Quilters have been creating and raffling Opportunity 

Quilts since 1982. The first SMQA opportunity quilt 
was the Bear Paw Quilt which netted $402 for the 
guild. Since then, SMQA quilters have created and 
raffled more than 20 Opportunity Quilts. Some of the 
proceeds from these quilts have gone to purchase a 
heart monitor for the ambulance service, to the 
Oakhurst Library, and to purchase playground 
equipment for the Oakhurst Park. 
 
This year, a group of highly dedicated quilters, led by 
Virginia Corriea created Passing Fancy. If it takes a 
village to raise a child, it takes a community of 
quilters to raise an opportunity quilt! The story 
begins with Donna Henning who chose the pattern 
designed by Kim Diehl. She also chose all the fabrics. 
All the fabrics were purchased at Bear Paw Quilts & 
More. 
 
Once the fabrics were purchased and prepared for 
piecing, Virginia invited a crew of piecers, Sharon Cox, 
Penni  Simily, Helen Ramsey, Diane Ward, Mel Peters, 
and Betty Fish to meet one Saturday last December 
at her house. Each started out with 14 blocks to 
assemble (Virginia cut and bagged the pieces ahead 
of time). Most of them ended up doing double duty, 
assembling more than 14 blocks each. Virginia’s ploy 
(to motivate the ladies and keep working all day) was 
to serve a delicious lunch, so no one had an excuse to 
leave early. At the end of a long day, uncompleted 
blocks were taken home to be completed by the end 
of the year. One Hundred Forty-four five-inch blocks 
were completed (tiny!). 
    See FANCY, page 7

Next meeting May 5, 2016 
Pavilion Oakhurst Community Center 

Doors open at 5:30; Business meeting at 6:00  
Greeters: Sally Walker & Margie Williams 

Program: Meet the Circles 
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association 
General Meeting, April 7, 2016 

 

President Chris Hudson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Oakhurst Community Center.  Chris welcomed 
everyone and led the flag salute.  Chris thanked the greeters Peggy McKnelly, Diane Martin, Diane Ward, and Rhonda 
Dewey.  Chris wished a Happy Birthday to those who have an April birthday and thanked them for bringing 
refreshments for the meeting.  She also recognized Shirley Bryant for her anniversary in April. 
 
Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
The General Meeting Minutes for March 3, 2016, were approved as written in the Newsletter by motion of Robin 
Sjostrand and seconded by Sharon Weaver.  Chris noted a correction in the newsletter to reflect that Kevin Kosbab is 
with Feed Dog Designs. 
 
Reports: 

 Betsy Blum, 1st Vice President, provided a reminder of upcoming programs and workshops: June is Charlotte 
Rogers ”Color” lecture and workshop; August is Lisa McKissick ”Tool Time Girl” lecture and workshop; and in 
May, the Circle “Footloose” will handle the program for the meeting . She advised there is a signup sheet to 
help with refreshments at the meetings. She also advised that she is collecting raffle tickets for the 
opportunity quilt by the Oroville Piecemakers. 

 Trudy Kinsel, 2nd Vice President, held the drawing for the paper piecing mini quilt challenge; and noted that 
the theme for May is appliqué. 

 Betsy Anne Youngholm, Cuddle Quilt Chair and Fall Retreat, stated she received a donation of another dozen 
cuddle quilts this evening and kits are available. There will be a sewing session at Bear Paws on May 17 and 
21 for the cuddle quilts. The fall retreat will be held on September 19 – 22, day time only. 

 The Treasurer’s report for February, 2016, was approved as printed in the Newsletter and filed for audit. 

 Jullie Vasquez, Membership, noted there are 65 members present with several ladies from Coarsegold 
present and two new members. The Guild has a total of 127 members. The raffle ticket/door prize drawing 
was held. 

 Laura Ashley-Spencer, Quilt Show, stated $632 in raffle tickets have been sold to date. 

 Sally Walker, Webmaster-Mystery Quilt, advised that labels are available with the password for the new 
website.  She also noted the sewing instructions are available for the Mystery Quilt. 

New Business: 

 Georgia Harvey advised of the availability of raffle tickets for the Our Lady of the Sierra's opportunity quilt. 

 Virginia Corriea donated the book used for the opportunity quilt to the library. 

 Laura Fisher advised that the monthly theme for the postcard swap will be the same as for the mini quilt 
challenge, except for November and December. 

 P.J. Grant advised of plans to show the opportunity quilt and asked for members to sign up to help at the 
Woodworkers event on April 23 at the Community Center; Rusty Barn Craft & Sewing Festival in Fresno on 
April 28-30; and Shop Hop at Bear Paw on May 1. Rhonda Lloyd is getting updated Guild information to take 
the opportunity quilt to their meetings for show and tell to sell raffle tickets. 

 Robin Sjostrand stated she has a hand quilting frame for sale. 

 Jean Richter and Shirley Flynn stated there are boxes of magazines available for the members that have been 
donated. 

 Pat Bauer advised that the Mariposa Piece Makers is holding its outdoor show at the Mariposa History 
Center on April 30

th
. 

 

Show and Tell was held. The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 p.m., followed by refreshments and a lecture by Kevin 
Kosbab of Feed Dog Designs on “Appliqué isn’t a Four Letter Word.” 
 
The next meeting is May 5, 2016. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Margie Williams, Secretary 
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          May Birthdays 
 

Metzger, Lissa 5/2 

Talley, Karen 5/6 

Westfall, Ginnie 5/7 

Millhollon, Kathy 5/11 

Young, Cindy 5/12 

Wiens, Patty 5/13 

Risinger, Stephanie 5/18 

Helmer, Tillie 5/19 

Ramsey, Helen 5/24 

Hartesveldt, Christine 5/25 

Peters, Mel 5/26 
 

Please bring birthday snacks to our 
May meeting 

We wish you all a very Happy Birthday! 

May Holidays 
 

May 5      Cinco de Mayo 
May 5      National Day of Prayer 
May 6      National Nurses Day 
May 8      Mother's Day 
May 15      Peace Officers Memorial Day 
May 21      Armed Forces Day 
May 30      Memorial Day 

Amenities 
 

 Cards were sent to: 
 

Colette Wear 
Jeri Carney 

 
Contact Linda Miller if you know a member who 
would appreciate us thinking of them. 683-6007 

SMQA Meeting Dates 
 

May 5   Meet the Circles: Footloose 
June 2    Charlotte Rodgers, "Color" Joen Wolfran 
 Guide 
July 7 Ice Cream Social & Strip Poker 
Aug 4 Lisa McKissick "Tool Time Girl" 
Aug 5 Lisa McKissick "Metro Twist" workshop 

New Members 
 

Williams, Kathleen S. (Kathy) 
33607 Bluff Drive 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 
Home: 559-642-2705 
Cell: 559-306-3128 
Kwillms48@gmail.com  
DOB: 11/9 
 
Stephanie Risinger 
46041 Road 415, Spc#38 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 
Cell: 850-723-2599 
risingersk@gmail.com 
DOB: 5/18 
 

Please add these members to your directory. 
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NEW CIRCLES FORMING 
Mariposa  
Anyone interested in forming a new quilting circle in 
the Mariposa area, please contact Marilyn Harvey 
at mkh@sti.net or call 209-581-8313 or 209-742-
6925. She lives about 3 miles south of town. 
 
Coarsegold 
New group forming in Coarsegold and members are 
welcome.  First meeting is Sunday, May 1st at 10:00 
a.m. Call Amy Blodgett at 580-5629 or Betsy Anne 
Youngholm at 536-6532 if you’re interested. 
 
Bits & Pieces. All Aboard! Wed., May 4th we’re all 
set for our field trip to visit our run-away member, 
JoAnn Waters. Bakersfield, here we come! 
 
Footloose meets at Chris Hudson’s Studio on 
Mondays, May 9 and May 23. Bring Show and Tell 
and plan to work on your current project. 
 

Material Girls will meet at 1:00 PM at Bear Paw on 
Tuesday May 10th. 
 
Sew Thrilled members meet the second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Contact Linda 
Pennington for information. 
 
Thursday Thimbles will be meeting at Kay 
Marshall’s home on May 26th. RSVP no show. 
 
Tuesday Strippers will meet at Joan Steskal’s home 
on May 10th. 
 
Wildflowers will meet at the YLP Clubhouse at 
10:00 April 13. Bring whatever you are currently 
working on and your lunch if you wish to stay and 
chat a bit. 
 

YoYo's will be at Kathy’s Millhollon’s on the May 
16th. More laughter, fun and a great luncheon. Oh, 
yes, continuation of fiber projects. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Birth Flower 
May's birth flower is the lily of the valley, which 
signifies sweetness, humility, 
and a return to happiness. If you 
want to show your loved one 
that your life is complete with 
them, give them lilies of the 
valley. The other May flower is 
the hawthorne plant, which represents hope and 
supreme happiness. Hawthorne signifies that you 
want only the best for the recipient. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Sharon Cox 
March, 2016 

(Checking Account) 
Balance Forward  $12,845.44 
  (3/1/16)   

Deposits  $     585.00 
Expenses  $  3,876.82 

   
Bank Balance   
  (3/31/16)  $  9,553.62 

CD: $18,129.43  
Savings: $16,867.88  

 

 

 

Quilting Circles      May 2016              by Marian Romero 
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Monthly Mini-Quilt Challenge 
Trudy Kinsel 

 

A random drawing will be held each month for 
quilts brought in. 
 

May- Appliqué (technique) 
June- Make a Splash 
July- Red, White and Blue 
August- Curves 
September- Animals 
October- Trees 
November- Table Runner (Can be longer than 36") 
December- Have a Holly Jolly Christmas 
The mini-quilt should be no larger than 36" on any 
side. 

   
 

Cuddle Corner 
 

More than a dozen cuddle quilts were brought in to 
our April meeting. Thank you all for your energy and 
your contribution to the Guild's charitable mission. 
Our two newest members who joined that night left 
with cuddle quilt kits. Nice to see they got into the 
spirit right away! 
The next cuddle quilt 
"sew together" at 
Bear Paw is 
scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 17th, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. We will 
have fabric to cut 
and kits to sew, so 
bring your sewing 
machines and/or 
rotary cutters and 
mats. Hope to see 
you there. 
If you have any questions about cuddle quilts, tote 
bags, or wheelchair bags, please call Betsy Anne 
Youngholm at 536-6532. 

 

 
 
 
 

Fabric Post Cards 
Laura Fisher-877-7075 

 

For each card you bring to the meeting, swap one to 
take home. Themes will be similar to the Monthly 
Mini-Quilt Challenge.  

 
May- Appliqué (technique) 
June- Make a Splash  
July- Red, White and Blue 
August- Curves 
September- Animals 
October- Trees 
November- Giving Thanks 
December- Holiday Memories 
 
(For May Appliqué, use any of the techniques 
taught by Kevin at the April meeting/workshop. ) 
 

 

New Members Kathy Williams and 
Stephanie Risinger ready to make 
cuddle quilts. 
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SMQA Beginnings….. 
While clearing out our storage shed a handwritten 
history of SMQA was found. This is Part II of a series 
of SMQA history for your enjoyment. 

1983-1984: BeBe president again as she did a super 
job the year before and changed our meetings to 
the public library as we were 53 members. Started 
the High Sierra Quilt--Myra, Jeanne & Carol Rick. 
Attended a lecture in Madera by Elenore Peace 
Baily on "How to Have a Successful Boutique" at 
Patchwork Pansy. We formed our by-laws--Bett 
Robinson worked hard on them. 
March 1984: We had Margaret Beech do a 
workshop on "Making Triangles" 
April 1984: Sandra Millet from Fresno "Quilt as You 
Go" did a workshop on Punch & Poke quilting at the 
Grammar School lunchroom. 
June 1984: Had our Second quilt show at ECCO 
center. I won the quilt! 
Nov 1985: Lucy Hilty Workshop on "Enlarging and 
Reducing Quilting Designs" Gave our first high 
School Scholarship for $100 for a student who was 
to go to college with an interest in art. 
1984-1985: Myra Algots was President 
Oct 1984: Judy Matheson from Los Angeles did a 
trunk show at the library on Friday night and a 
workshop on English piecing "Tumbling Blocks" at 
ECCO the next day. 
Nov 1984: Started quilter's aprons of our own 

design for the quilt 
shows. 
Jan 1985: Mary 
Ellen Hopkins --
ECCO. She is one 
really funny lady.  
"You Can Sit on 
My Quilt" book 
Lecture. 
Myra, Betsy & 
Anita model latest 
creations after 
attending a 

workshop on quilted clothing conducted by Yvonne 
Procella - picture is of Myra with 2 quilted jackets.  

May 1985: Started our trip North to Pleasanton 
"Going to Pieces", Adams "Empty Spools", Layafittle 
Cotton Patch (Mary Ward). 
"Trees and Leaves" was our opportunity quilt and 
Marge Hoyt chaired that. Jane Fall was my Quilt 
Show Chairperson at the Masonic Hall. 
Statue of Liberty Quilt --Julia Draska painted and 
quilted. 
1985-1986: Betty Robinson President 
Nov 1985: Lucy Hilty Workshop on "Enlarging and 
Reducing Quilting Designs" 
Dec 1985: Phyllis Girsch from Patchwork Pansy did a 
Christmas ornaments out of straw workshop. 
Jan 1985: Sue Muenster taught us reverse appliqué. 
Statue of Liberty Quilt --Julia Draska painted and 
quilted. 
1986-1987: President Marge Hoyt. Now 60 
members 
Sept 1986: Fresno Art Center "Quilts, a Valley 
Heritage" by Jean Ray Laurey. 
Nov 1986: Mary Ellen Hopkins "Keeping all the 
People You Love Warm" in Madera--an all day 
Saturday trunk show. 
Jan 1987: Carol Olson - Silk Screening Quilts. She 
works a lot with Jean Ray Laurey. 
Raffle Quilt "Ohio Star Scrap Bag" Jeanne Yager and 
Carol. 
Nov 1987: Pyllis Gursch did a Christmas tree sweat 
shirt painted with presents. Lots of fun! 
Sept 1987: Sue Sargentine show chairperson 

(To be continued in the June newsletter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refreshment Hostess for May: 
Rhonda Dewey 

 

Looking for volunteers to set up and clean 
up each month. Will you volunteer? Sign up 
at our guild meeting. 

Contact Betsy Blum 
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Fancy 
(con't from page 1) 
 

Virginia assembled the completed blocks and the quilt 
was ready for its beautifully appliquéd borders. 
Virginia prepared the fabric for appliqué by ironing a 
fusible to the back. She then used her AccuQuilt Go 
Fabric Cutter to cut the flowers and leaves. Virginia 
made all the stems by making bias tubing and turning 
it inside-out. She placed all the stems and ironed 
down all the flowers and leaves before passing them 
on to Donna Henning and Mel Peters to machine 
appliqué (Virginia also did some of the appliqué). The 
borders and corners were very labor intensive, 
involving changes of thread color for the appliqué 
around the flowers and leaves. Mel completed the 
four corners.  
 
Finally, Virginia quilted and bound the quilt. Yippee! 
 
Of course there were a few “oops” moments in the 
making of the quilt. For one thing, Virginia slightly 
miscalculated when measuring the fabric needed for 
the blocks…they ended up four blocks short. Not a big 
problem for resourceful Virginia, she purchased four 
fat quarters of purple and made sure that the blocks 
were mixed in with the rest of the blocks. When the 
quilt was completed, there was only a little bag of 
scraps leftover. There were a couple of other oops, 
best left unmentioned and forgotten because they 
were overcome and the quilt is beautiful. 
 
The quilt was completed in early January 2016, taking 
only a little more than three months to 
complete…three months of intensive work by many 
people! 
 
Special thanks goes out to all who worked on the quilt, 
but especially Virginia. She planned and executed the 
last four opportunity quilts for SMQA.  A huge 
undertaking! Don’t ask her right now if she would do it 
again…too soon, too tired! 
 
You will have your opportunity to be a part of SMQA’s 
primary fund-raising project by selling raffle tickets for 
the quilt. It’s fun to display it and to tell folks about 
the hard work and passion it took to make it. Tickets 
will be provided to you at SMQA meetings and sign-up 
for selling will be announced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original SMQA logo - designed and created 
by Myra Algots in 1982. 

August Workshop Change 
 
Quilt teacher Lisa McKissick has requested that 
we change the August 5 workshop from Chic 
Kisses to something else as she was having 
problems with the Kisses construction and has 
lost confidence in the pattern. We have decided 
to choose Metro Twist which also uses the Quick 
Curve Ruler. Google Sew Kind of Wonderful to 
find a picture of the quilt and ruler or check our 
web site. You will need to own the ruler (or 
share) to make the pattern. 

                                          Betsy Blum 
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Chris’s Comments… 
 

May...one of my favorite months of the year. Cooler 
temperatures, new growth and blossoms on trees, 
beautiful flowers, the birds are singing as they build 
their nests, and oh, those gorgeous mountains and 
hills! 
This month, also marks the one year countdown to 
our Quilt Show!!! Yep, just one year away, and we 
all know how quickly time passes! May 2017 will be 
here before we know it! Remember, many of us will 
be asking you to donate as much time as possible 
from your busy schedules, to gear up for all that 
goes into our shows. Currently, the primary focus is 
on sharing our beautiful Opportunity Quilt (OQ) 
with the public. For those newer members, the 
funds we raise from the sale of tickets for a chance 
to win our OQ are a major portion of what we use 
to pay for special speakers and programs. PJ and 
Rhonda have been busy lining up our opportunities 
to sell tickets at different venues, public gatherings 
and other guild's meetings. I recently sat with our 
OQ at the "Best of the Valley" Quilt Show. 
Unfortunately, we didn't have anyone to white 
glove and cover ticket sales for Sunday, so we had 
to pack things up on Saturday. I felt it was a bit 
embarrassing, as one of their main event planners 
watched us pack up the quilt, leaving an empty 
space. Hopefully that doesn't influence their 
decision to have us back in future years. So, please, 
sign up for as many 'time slots' as you possibly can. 
Sitting with the OQ really is 'painless'! A 'side' bonus 
is you get to meet so many nice people...and the 
quilt 'sells' itself! 
Speaking of ticket sales, don't forget to bring your 
cash to the May meeting! I, personally, have been 
awaiting the opportunity to purchase tickets for the 
Mountain Bear Community Quilt, that our 
Footloose Circle group constructed and that Virginia 
Corriea quilted, for the Oakhurst Bear Club. I've 
asked them to insure it is at our May meeting so 
those of us interested, have an opportunity to 
purchase tickets. 
 
Welcome Spring!  
     

 

Programs & Workshops 
 

May 5 Meet Footloose. This is a continuation of 
meeting our various circles and seeing what they 
are all about.  Footloose will share their quilt 
challenges, group quilts and the good times they 
share. Maybe they will even dance! 
 
June 2 Charlotte Rogers will return and present a 
trunk show and lecture entitled “Color Studies in 
Old and New Quilts.” 
 
June 3 Workshop with Charlotte on “Color” using 
Joen Wolfrom’s Color Tool available for purchase 
from Bear Paw.  There is also a $3 material fee. 
Class $35 at the Pavilion from 9am to 3pm. Sign up 
now with Betsy Blum or Amy Blodgett. 
 
July 7 Ice Cream Social and a few rounds of Strip 
Poker so start gathering 22 pieces of 2 ½" x 44" 
fabric strips and build your strip stash for our 
October workshop with Diane Mathews. 
 
August 4 Lisa McKissick, the Tool Time Girl will 
entertain us with a lecture featuring 30 of Lisa’s 
favorite tools and corresponding quilts. 
 
August 5 Workshop: “Metro Twist” pattern by Sew 
Kind of Wonderful. Curves the easy way with no 
pins! Level: Intermediate. The pattern and cutting 
tool can be purchased in class. Class $35 at the 
Pavilion from 9am to 3pm. Sign up now with Betsy 
Blum or Amy Blodgett. 
 
September 1 Florence McConnell from Manteca CA 
Lecture and Trunk Show: “Quilt Making; A Tour 
Through Time 1830-1930”  
 
October 6 Diane Mathews from Sacramento 
formerly of Oakhurst. Lecture with Trunk Show: 
“String Quilts” 
 
October 7 Workshop: String Quilts. Materials list 
and information to come but you can sign up now 
with Amy or Betsy for just $35. 
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April Show & Tell 
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             COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Amenities  Linda Miller 

Big/Little Sisters  Donna Pike-Baxter 

Circles  Marian Romero 

Cuddle Quilts  Betsy Anne Youngholm 

Historian  Donna Pike-Baxter 

Hospitality  

Librarian  Jean Richter 

Membership  Jullie Vasquez & Helen Brown 
Newsletter  Linda Pennington 
Parliamentarian  Kathy Millhollon 

Quilt Show Chair  Becky Smith & Constance Peterson 

Webmaster  Sally Walker 
 

 

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME 

BADGE AT THE NEXT MEETING! 

Sierra Mountain Quilters 
Association 
P.O. Box 1359 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

  

sierramountainquilters.org 

facebook.com/SierraMountainQuiltersAssociation 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President  Chris Hudson 
First Vice President  Betsy Blum  
Second Vice President  Trudy Kinsel 
Treasurer  Sharon Cox 
Secretary  Margie Williams 
 
 

Board Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. on the fourth 
Monday of each month at Yosemite Bank Community 

Conference Room. 
 
Send Newsletter submissions to lpenni@sti.net 

Deadline is 20th of each month. 

 

 

http://sierramountainquilters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005366202128&fref=ts

