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SMQA Newsletter

Sierra Mountain Quilters
Newsletter
Next meeting:

February 5, 2015 Oakhurst Community Center Pavilion.
Doors open at 5:30; Business meeting at 6:00 followed by Show & Tell
Block Swap: Susan Campbell. Bring your Triple Four-Patch Blocks in a sealable
plastic bag to give to Susan for sorting.
Grocery Bag Pattern and Challenge: Vivian Aumond-Capone
Sewing Circle Presentations: Bits & Pieces and Sew Thrilled

Inking Your Fabric
by Betsy Blum

Even if you don't consider yourself artistic
in the drawing sense, you missed a great
workshop with Lura Schwarz-Smith. Her
workshop on Inking Fabrics was
informational, instructional and inspiring for
the 24 participants. Even with such a large
group, Lura helped everyone learn
something new whether it was how to shade,
techniques to make appliqué leaves pop with
added color, or drawing an eye using tirehubcap analogies, a careful hand and a
variety of inks.
At the guild meeting on January 8, there
were 73 members mesmerized by Lura's
presentation of quilts and slides as she
recounted her artistic journey in quilting.
Lura also recognized the importance of
SMQA and the workshops we sponsored as
her introduction to great techniques. This is

a good reminder that classes help us see new
possibilities as quilters to expand our skill
set and give us the opportunity to appreciate
different approaches to the art of quilting.
Join us on April 9 for the next class with
Judy Sisneros and Circle Pizzazz!
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
General Meeting, January 8, 2015
President Kathy Millhollon called the meeting to order at 6 pm at the Oakhurst Community Center.
Kathy welcomed all and led the flag salute. Kathy welcomed three new members and one guest. She
also recognized members with January birthdays and thanked them for the refreshments. Kathy
thanked the members for the president’s blocks she received at the Christmas party. She hoped all
had made good New Year’s Resolutions. Her resolution for the New Year is: “For every new project
I have to first finish one already started.” Kathy also said we need Greeters to sign up for the
meetings.
Old Business/Reports:
Kathy reported that at the December meeting there were 56 gifts and $355 donated to Toys for Tots.
Members were thanked for the support. SMQA received a thank you from the Marine Corps.
The minutes for the December meeting were approved. Jullie Vasquez will be doing the minutes
while Margie Williams is recuperating.
The Treasurer’s Report was filed for audit.
Nancy Swanson and Lin Crow will perform the audit of the Treasurer’s Records for 2014.
New Business:
Virginia Corriea gave an update on the 2015 Quilt Show. The next Quilt Show meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 1:00 pm. Virginia reminded all that we five more months to
complete their quilts for the show.
Mel Peters stated that to date we have sold $2,800 worth of Opportunity Quilt raffle tickets.
Everyone was encouraged to sell tickets. Sally Walker said that everyone should think of a place to
take the Opportunity Quilt to encourage ticket sales. Let Sally know your ideas and please sign up to
help sell tickets and display the quilt.
Susan Campbell’s block exchange is due at the February meeting. If you do not have the pattern,
Kathy Millhollon or Susan Campbell will be glad to e-mail you one.
Chris Hudson will be starting a new Mystery Quilt in March to be due in December, 2015.
Vivian Capone will start a Grocery Bag project in February which will be due in June. (Save your
old t-shirts).
Betsy Blum said that there are several upcoming events for the meetings. All are in the newsletter.
Sign-ups for the workshops are now being taken. She asked for a volunteer for Hospitality.
Announcements:
Margie Williams is recuperating from surgery.
Patty Spinelli stated that we need a librarian. Jean Richter volunteered to be the librarian.
Diane Ward is taking sign-ups for the Spring retreat. This will be her last year heading the retreat.
Members were asked to think about being the chairman for the retreat.
Donna Baxter will contact all the new members to see if they would like a Big Sister and will pair
them up with someone.
Judy Andes thanked everyone for making Cuddle Quilts. Many thank you and appreciation
comments have been received for the Cuddle Quilts.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm
Followed by:
Show and Tell, Refreshments
Guest Speaker – Lura Schwarz-Smith
Respectfully Submitted, Jullie Vasquez for Margie Williams
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New Members
BURTON, Linda
31442 Sioux Rd
Coarsegold, CA 93614
Home: 559-683-2043
Work: 559-642-0229
Cell: 559-658-1150
lindab@stcg.net
DOB 06/16

Greeters for 2015
February
March
April
May
June

HARVEY, Marilyn
P. O. Box 1525
Mariposa, CA 95338
Home: 209-742-6925
Cell: 209-581-8313
mkh@sti.net
DOB 09/08
Please make these new members feel
welcome at the upcoming meetings.

July
August
September
November
December

Chris Hudson
Lynn Gray
Pat Pfankuchen
Sally Walker
Charlotte Hickman
Colette Wear
Nancy Swanson
Peggy McKnelly
Diane Ward
Peggy McKnelly
Ginnie Westfall
Tony Morton
Helen Ramsey
Carolyn Gaither
Open
Open
Open

Block Exchange Reminder
For those of you participating in the
block exchange:
Please bring your blocks to the
February meeting. Put them in a
plastic bag. Write your name and
how many blocks the bag contains on
the outside of the bag.
Organized by Susan Campbell

2015 SMQA Meeting Dates
Jan 8
Feb 5
Mar 5
Apr 9
May 7
Jun 4

Jul 9
Aug 6
Sep 3
Oct 1
Nov 5
Dec 3
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Quilting Circles

By Sharon Lawin
February, 2015

Members of BITS & PIECES will meet
on Wednesday, February 4th at 11 am at
Pat Bauer’s home. They will finalize
their presentation for the SMQA
meeting, talk about their quilt show raffle
basket, plus have “Show and Tell”. Each
is to bring salad toppings. (Patty S =
dessert.) Carpoolers meet at Payless
Shoes @ 10:15 am.
In February, the FOOTLOOSE
members will meet at Chris’ studio on
the 9th and 23rd from 4-6 pm. They will
be working on their quilt show basket.
Members should bring any scraps they
have of bright, whimsical fabrics and
“Show and Tell” projects.
The MATERIAL GIRLS will meet on
Tuesday, February 15th at the Bear Paw
Quilt shop at 1:00 pm. Each member
please bring fat quarters in true red and
blue and ½ yards of off-white, as they
will be starting to work on their “Quilt of
Valor” project. Dianne Archibald will
serve as hostess.
SEW THRILLED members will be
meeting on Wednesday, February 11th
and the 25th at member’s homes. For
further details, contact Linda Pennington.

The THURSDAY THIMBLES will be
meeting at Lupe Thompson’s home in
February.
February 10th will find the TUESDAY
STRIPPERS gathered at Julie Draska’s
home.
The WEDNESDAY WILDFLOWERS
are off to a great start. In January, one
member shared her work from the guild’s
workshop on “Inking Your Fabrics",
Amy brought in directions for her BOM
and several members are participating
and will bring their matching blocks in
February. The WW’s meet the second
Wednesday of the month (2/11) at 9:30
am at the YLP Clubhouse. For more
information, please call Sandy at 6836309.
YoYo’s are playing at Myra’s home in
Oakhurst on the 16th of February. There
is always a yummy lunch and great
chatter—maybe even another challenge!

Save the Date
September 21 - 24
Fall Retreat
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2015 Guest Programs
Get ready for an exciting new year with
SMQA. We have four well-known quilt
instructors coming to share their
expertise. Get out your 2015 calendar and
mark these dates so you don’t miss a
lecture or workshop. Other exciting
programs are planned as well so you
won’t want to miss a meeting. Please
show your support of our guest teachers
by signing up for these workshops so we
can do even more.
April 9 & 10 Judy Sisneros Lecture:
You Make the Decisions. Workshop:
Circle Pizzazz! Judy’s lecture will focus
on how fabric selections can totally
change the look of quilts. A punch of the
right color can make your quilts come to
life. Also, borders or not? Judy’s
workshop will have you working with
circles. You may have seen her book of
the same name Circle Pizzazz!
Wonderful quilts! Five piece acrylic
templates can be purchased at the class.
http://www.judysisneros.com
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October 1 & 2
Linda Ballard will
make you laugh and get you talking
among yourselves at her lecture Charm
Square Shuffle or Strip Poker (we
haven’t decided which yet because it's just
too hard). Linda teaches traditional quilts
with a new twist. She has a unique style
of dissecting how a quilt was constructed
and offers new, simpler methods to
duplicate or rearrange a familiar pattern.
At the workshop we will start a quilt
called Magic Mountain. She won “Most
Inspiring Teacher in the World for 2011”
and has been published in numerous
magazines. http://www.letsquilt.com
NOTE: All workshops are $35 for
members and $45 for non-members.
Guest lecturers that are paid for by the
guild will be free for members and a $5
fee for guests paid at the door.
Sign
up
with
Betsy
Blum
(smqa2012@gmail.com). Payment is
expected at the time you sign up.

June 4 & 5 Sandra Bruce will share how
she came up with her process of gridding
a photo called Material Matrix and how it
all comes together in fabric using color,
design, composition and serendipity. In
the workshop of the same name we will
use a grid photo she provides of a coffee
cup (18” X 20” quilt) to learn her unique
technique so we will be able to tackle our
own images.
$3 material fee
http://www.sandrabruce.com
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Letter to Members:
I want to thank everyone who attended the
meeting in January and everyone who
participated in the workshop by Lura
Schwarz-Smith. We had a record number of
members at the meeting and workshop.
Lura’s class was wonderful and, as always, I
learned so much. It was fun and informative
and best of all we got to try out all her
personal inks, pens, pencils and supplies she
uses on her quilts.
We still need a few members to sign-up to be
a greeter for September, October, November
and December. We are asking all members to
participate by helping at one meeting. Being
a greeter is an easy way to fulfill that request.
A sign-up sheet will be available at the
February meeting.
We had a very successful 2014 culminating
at our Christmas Party at El Cid Restaurant in
December. The Toys for Tots donations
collected were very much appreciated by the
Marines who sent a very nice thank you letter
for the 56 gifts and $355 donation. Thanks to
all who participated.
We will again have many activities this year
so please come and join the fun. Betsy Blum
is doing an extremely good job at finding
guest speakers and Linda Pennington has
taken the position as Newsletter Editor.
Please let both these ladies know how much
you appreciate their hard work and
dedication. Both will be very important to
our success this year.
We also have some wonderful volunteers to
help support 2015 activities. Chris Hudson
will chair the Mystery Quilt, Susan Campbell
will handle the Block Exchange due in
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February, Diane Ward will lead the Spring
Retreat and Lin Crow the Fall Retreat. Judy
Andes will be the cuddle quilt chairperson
(can’t wait to see what she comes up with
this year) and there will be a Grocery Bag
Challenge chaired by Vivian Capone.
We are looking for another person to chair a
challenge due at the December Christmas
Party. If you are interested or have any new
ideas, please give me a call (Kathy
Millhollon 559-641-2505).
Happy Quilting!
Kathy

Treasurer’s Report
by H. Ramsey
December, 2014
(Checking Account)

Balance Forward
(11/28/14)
Income
Expenses

$9,457.42

Bank Balance

$8,975.81

$1,224.00
$1,705.61

(12/31/14)
CD:
Savings:

$16,835
$11,620

6

SMQA Newsletter

OPPORTUNITY QUILT TICKET
SALES
Please take advantage of every
opportunity to sell tickets to
friends or family. Better yet,
sign up with Sally Walker to
take the quilt to a guild
meeting in another, nearby
city, or a location where you
think tickets could be sold. We
are all responsible for helping
to reach our $8,000 sales goal.
You can pick up additional
tickets at every SMQA meeting
or at Bear Paw Quilts.
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February Birthdays
Fish, Betty
Crow, Lin
Griffiths, Nora
Ellis, Rose Ann
Bruner, Sheila
Cozby, Barbara
Schwarz-Smith, Lura
Richter, Jean
Thompson, Lupe
Lawin, Sharon

2/2
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/7
2/17
2/18
2/22
2/22
2/29

Please bring birthday snacks
to our February 5th meeting
We wish you all a very Happy
Birthday!

Thank you for helping us reach
our goal!
Sally and Mel

MEMBERSHIP If you have not already done so, please complete your
membership form (attached to the newsletter), add your membership
fee, and mail it to SMQA, P. O. Box 1359, Oakhurst 93644 or submit it at
the February meeting. I would like to have your form and dues no later
than February 1. That will insure your contact information will be in the
2015 Directory.
Thank you! Mel Peters, Membership Chairman
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
Accepted Budget for 2015
Income
Balance from 2014
Advertising
Membership Dues
Miscellaneous
Quilt Show
Retreats and Trips (selfSustaining)
Workshops

Tillie's at Home!

6,160
210
2,500
67
7,500

Total
Expenses
Amenities
Community Service
CPA/Tax Preparation
historian
Hospitality
Insurance
Library
Membership
Miscellaneous
Newsletter
Northern California Quilt Council
Office Suplies
PO Box Rental
Programs
Publiciy
Quilt Show
Rent/Set-up
Retreats (Self Sustaining)
Scholarship
Storage
Transfer to 2016 Budget
Website
Workshops
Total

16,437

25
550
250
100
500
755
150
500
45
500
25
150
45
5,425
200
2,150
840
600
800
2,147
180
500
16,437

Peggy Cochran with Tillie Helmer

After three months in the hospital and a
few surgeries for cancer, she is amazing!!
Her daughter, Kathy Hoenisch, took the
photo above and said that Tillie is doing
much better. Tillie says her walker is going
to disappear soon. She's attended one
tatting class and will go to additional
classes as her health allows. She hopes to
make it to a quilt meeting in the near
future.

Amenities
Cards were sent in January to:
Margie Williams
Nancy Swanson
Lin Crow
Tillie Helmer

Contact Linda Miller if you know a
member who would appreciate us
thinking of them. 683-6007
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
2015 Membership Form
Your membership dues support the many functions of SMQA including: meetings,
speakers, workshops, newsletter, website, quilting retreats, circles, Biennial Quilt Show
and fellowship.
Cost: Please circle

Individual Membership
$25

Family Membership
$35

Please Print
NAME:__________________________________________________________
Day of Birth: (Month/Day)____________
MAILING ADDRESS:
Street_______________________________________________________
City________________________________________________________
ZIP Code__________________
PHONE:
Home__________________________ Work________________________
Mobile/Cell_____________________
Email: Newsletters are delivered via email. If you don’t have an email address and
can’t access our website www.sierramountainquilters.org to view the newsletter please let
us know ASAP so we can provide a hard copy.

⇒Email__________________________________
Check box if this is a new email address or a corrected address (refer to our directory).
Please circle all that apply to help us plan for Programs and Workshops
I am interested in a program/workshop for:
Wearable Art
Antique Sewing
Sashiko
Landscape/Picture Quilts
Raw-edge Appliqué
Redwork
Memory Quilts
Color & Design
Featherweight Maintenance
Child/Adult Summertime Workshop
Free Motion Quilting Embellishments
Fabric Dying
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January Meeting Show & Tell
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Lura Schwarz-Smith Presentation
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Sierra Fiber Arts
7462 N Fresno Street
Fresno, Ca 93720
(Fresno Street at Alluvial)
559-432-8900
sierrafiberarts.com

Complete the learner’s class’s ($50) and rent the Longarm
Machine for $15 per hour and quilt your own quilt.

Your Local Bernina, Melco and Tin Lizzie Longarm Dealer, Hours 10:00 to 6:00pm M-F, 10:00 to
5:00 Saturday, Closed Sunday
Do you need any Quilter’s thread, Machine Embroidery, Decorative, Serger or Longarm thread? We also
have a selection of yarns, inks, paints and other fiber arts items. Check our selection! New Class Alert!
Learn Innovative Techniques, Beginning Sewing, Quilting, Machine Embroidery, Home Decor, and
Garments. Test drive a new Bernina today! We offer lifetime lessons on your new machine.We are your

local community store and we are here to help you.
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Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association
P.O. Box 1359
Oakhurst, CA 93644
sierramountainquilters.org

facebook.com/SierraMountainQuiltersAssociation

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME
TAG TO THE NEXT MEETING!

BOARD MEMBERS
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Kathy Millhollon
Betsy Blum
Patty Spinelli
Helen Ramsey
Margie Williams

Board Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. the last
Monday of each month at Yosemite Bank
Community Conference Room.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Amenities
Big/Little Sisters
Circles
Cuddle Quilts
Historian
Hospitality
Librarian
Membership
Newsletter
Parliamentarian
Quilt Show Chair
Webmaster

Linda Miller
Donna Pike-Baxter
Sharon Lawin
Judy Andes & Lissa Metzger
Donna Pike-Baxter
Footloose Circle
Jean Richter
Mel Peters
Linda Pennington
Jullie Vasquez
Virginia Corriea & Sharon Cox
Sally Walker
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